CHINA-TRADITION & INNOVATION
Ehrengast 2009 - Frankfurter Buchmesse
Guest of Honour 2009 - Frankfurt Book Fair

Design Concept of the China Forum at the Frankfurt Book Fair

The design of China’s Guest of Honor exhibition in the Forum uses adeptly the language of
modern visual art, through a piece of paper, a drop of ink, a type and a book, the four essential
elements of Chinese culture. The void and the solid, the static and the dynamic in humanism are
perfectly blended. A tiny drop reflects the vast universe and both realistic and super-realistic
cultures are accommodated. Emphasizing on the interaction between human soul and natural life,
the Chinese designer Li Jiwei attempts to evoke a poetic beauty that permeates the Chinese
culture and runs throughout the development process of Chinese civilization.

A piece of paper: A piece of hand-made rice paper (also called xuan paper) represents Chinese
history being handed down from generation to generation. Thrown into the air, the paper shapes
like a mountain, elegant, stretched and forceful, representing the creativity of Chinese civilization.
And also, the profound and accommodative Chinese culture can be sensed intuitively here.

Mediacontact

Silvia Lenz - WBCO Public Relations & Business Communications
Krogerstralle 2 - 60313 Frankfurt am Main

Tel: +49 (0)69 13388037 - Fax: +49 (0)69 13388033 - Email: s.lenz@wbco.de



AR R L L
e LU

A drop of ink: The image of a drop of ink is projected onto the water surface while at the same
time a water drop falls into the water. The concrete and abstract spaces overlap and make an
interesting contrast, expressing the idea of “ink is as precious as gold” and “a tiny drop reflects
the vast universe” — the ultimate thoughts in Chinese humanistic philosophy and the world of
modernistic arts.

A type: Chinese characters are the core of Chinese culture. A matrix of thousands of solid types
rises out of the ground, implying the creative vitality of Chinese characters that lay the foundation
of Chinese civilization. The type matrix and the elliptical ink drop image in the center form a
contrast between the void and the solid, the static and the dynamic. The water wave and ink
images are spreading outwards, seemingly, till they meet the carrier of reading.
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A book: A winding wall is made of tens of thousands of books. These rice-paper books carry
different scripts and scholars’ works that are a combination of poetry, calligraphy, painting, seal,
and green vegetable pages, displaying the humanism and love for nature in Chinese culture. As
the old Chinese saying goes, “read thousands of books, travel thousands of miles”, the wall of
book is just like a road of reading, circling around the central system and connecting the whole
space.

Mediacontact

Silvia Lenz - WBCO Public Relations & Business Communications
Krogerstralle 2 - 60313 Frankfurt am Main

Tel: +49 (0)69 13388037 - Fax: +49 (0)69 13388033 - Email: s.lenz@wbco.de



E-Age: A beautifully curved platform, inscribed with Chinese and English words and illuminated by
blue light, symbolizes a virtual space. Since humans have walked into the E-age, development of
science and technology enable the virtual digits to span across the boundary of language and
country. Expression and understanding of different civilizations have been accelerated and
communication between different cultures has become more internationalized. Human beings, in

this virtual digitalized age, are proceeding to a promising future.
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A piece of paper, a drop of ink, a character and a book are the essence of Chinese civilization,

manifesting the uniqueness of Chinese culture in the world.
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